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EETS I RET s Mo [Yea|/EH The large gap between academic lessons in architecture schools and the

labor marketin society has made many graduates of architecture schools unfamiliar with the work process and
solving architectural issues in society. An important constituent which has been present in Iranian education
and training culture from yesteryear, which can be seen in novel education stands around the world, is
collaborative education. In this method, learners get accustomed to concerns related to collective benefits
and group problem solving. Thus, after graduation students gain higher ability to identify issues in society
and solve problems with colleagues and interact with others. The aim of this study is to present a model
for collaborative architectural design education, on the subject of decreasing the gap between academic
education and work. Some of the benefits which can be gained from this method include preparing learners
for work and social life, improving awareness of the educational issue by grouping students of different
levels, strengthening students’ responsibility and commitment towards their surrounding environment,
objectivism in education, academic education based on the realities of society.

m In this study, the method is qualitative and post positivism. It is inductive and first-degree
data was collected, organized, and classified. It sought to discover issues surrounding architectural design
education in a collaborative manner.

m The presented model consequently showed that it is not only synergistic, but also instigates
efficiency in design education students. It can also significantly reduce the gap between academic education
and the labor market.

The results of theoretical and field studies on the proposed model show that architectural
design in a participatory and interactive manner while synergizing in education leads to the effectiveness
of design education among students. Because in this model, the distance between academic education and
students' daily life is reduced. At the same time, students achieve group benefits by raising a sense of solidarity.
In this model, students feel responsible for their surroundings and gain more knowledge about the artificial
environment around them. Therefore, by identifying the architectural problems of their surroundings, they
seek to solve the problem as a group. Students in the architectural design studio, while communicating and
creating a dialogue space, will not only be effective in enhancing each other's design capabilities, but will
also seek to solve the problem by explaining clear goals and defining the architectural problems around
them, by identifying a common goal. Therefore, teaching participatory architecture design reduces the
gap between education and society, improves the efficiency of academic education in architectural design,
and prepares the learner for professional and social life. It strengthens the student's sense of responsibility
and commitment to their environment. It causes objectivism in education and makes it possible to start
education by describing the issues of daily life and achieving an accurate understanding of the realities of
society. It also enhances learning capabilities through social relationships, organizing experience, innovation,
and creativity through pluralism. In the method of teaching participatory architecture design, it is possible to
transfer experiences between different levels of students. In this way, based on this model of architectural
design education, one of the most important shortcomings of architectural education, which is the long
distance between the labor market and the university, will be eliminated.
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Table 1: The Position of Collaborative Teaching (Ref.Author)

Scholar The potential of collaborative teaching Year

Johnson

Reaching group goals, helping peers learn, increasing responsibility in learners, increasing social 2001

competency of the members, increasing members’ receptiveness toward criticism, increasing members’
support of each other.

Piaget and Vygotsky Gaining objective reality and decentralization in education 1960
Dewey Preparing learners for their work and social life 1967
Kutnick Improving understanding of the learning topics 2008
Felder Strengthening responsibility and commitment in students 2000
Freire Objectivism in education, beginning education with an explanation of daily life issues and gaining an 1987

accurate understanding of the realities of society
Shon Strengthening responsibility in learners, transforming learner into an active researcher, academic 1987
teaching based on the realities of society, decreasing the gap between academic education and actual
problems in society
Habermas Active bilateral accessibility to mutual understanding via discussion and strengthening students’ 1997
receptiveness towards criticism
Leotar Increasing the capabilities of learning via social relations, organizing experience, innovation and 1924
creativity via increasing neutrality
Heidegger Gaining different impressions from the same content based on free contemplation and mutual trust 1970

among students.
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Table 2: The Benefits of Collaborative Teaching in Architectural Design From the Viewpoint of Architecture Critics (Ref.Author)

Year
Number Scholar Collaborative teaching potential in architectural design education
1 Johnson Helping to upgrade social skills of the group members for constructive interaction with 2001
each other
2 Dewey Preparing learners for work and social life 1967
3 Kutnick and Bernondini Improving the understanding of the class topics via positioning students of different 2008
levels next to each other
4 Felder Strengthening responsibility and commitment of students toward their surrounding 2000
environment
5 Freire Objectivism in education, initiating education with an explanation of daily life issues 1987
and reaching an accurate understanding of the realities of society
6 Shon Academic education based on the realities of society, decreasing the gap between 1987
academic education and the realities of society
7 Habermas Active bilateral access to mutual understanding via conversation and strengthening of 1997
students’ receptiveness toward criticism
8 Leotar Increasing the capabilities of learning via social relations, organizing experience, 1924
innovation and creativity via increasing neutrality
9 Heidegger Gaining different impressions from the same content based on free contemplation 1970
and mutual trust among students.

10 Dravous and Dravous In the collaborative education model, the possibility of transferring knowledge to 1986

different levels of students becomes possible.
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Table 3: The Position of Collaborative Teaching in Iran (Ref.Author)

Scholar Year

Viewpoint

Reference

Chaleshi and Effati

Monaghi

2015

Learning is a result of the group experience of reconstructing the form
Saghafi of problem solving in the learners’ minds. The teacher and students are
responsible partners in the teaching and learning process.

Mozafar

2013

Shams et al.

Not creating enough motivation in students in the teacher oriented and
solitary education system.

2002 Design is a collective matter based on group activities and is based on
the gestalt theory.

The importance of active and meaningful participation of the learners in
the learning process of oneself and one’s peers.

Voluntarily and consciously accepting part of affairs which improve the
learning process.

Collective Programming

The impact of education based on
collaborative learning.
Motivating beliefs and self-
regulatory learning strategies.

Investigation on the impact of direct
collaborative method between
instructor and student in education
process in session Design
Perliminaries

Group architecture: The missing link
in architectural design education

The impact of collaborative,
competitive, and solitary learning
approaches on chosen factors of

physical readiness of students.
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Table 4: The Simultaneous Observations of the Six Traditional and Six Collaborative Ateliers in one Term (Ref.Author)

NO Criterion under study Collaborative Atelier Traditional Atelier

1 Gaining objective reality and decentralization in education. 100% 24%

2 Preparing learners for work and social life. Not Available Not Available

3 Improving the understanding of the educational topic. 25% 17%

4 Strengthening students’ sense of responsibility and commitment. 66% 9%

5 Objectivism and reaching a direct understanding of the realities 75% 26%
of society.

6 Strengthening students’ conversational skill and receptiveness to 100% 13%
criticism.

7 The validity and importance of the design process in ateliers. 96% 6%

8 The validity and importance of the final product in ateliers. 83% 100%
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Fig. 5: The Ideas of Architecture Design Teachers and Scholars on the Efficiency
Level of the Presented Model Criteria in the Four Schools Understudy (Ref.Author)
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