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Institutions usually bring the technologies they need from their
surrounding environments into the organization. Therefore, a university as one of the
important social institutions, under the influence of the electronic revolution and the
emergence of new technologies in its surrounding environment, has moved towards the use
of multimedia systems and electronic education; however, the use of electronic education,
despite countless opportunities, has also brought major problems and challenges, some of
which have been mentioned in previous studies, including the lack of face-to-face
communication and interaction between the educator and the learner. Hence, the solution
offered in e-learning to face this problem is the blended learning approach. Studies have
shown that various factors such as educational, environmental, institutional, and
organizational factors are effective in applying blended learning, and not paying attention to
any of them can cause the failure of this type of teaching and learning. Therefore, the aim of
the present study was to investigate the impact of institutional factors on the use of blended
learning by the faculty members of Malayer University.

The present study was applied research in terms of purpose, cross-sectional in
terms of time, and in terms of method of collecting the required data, it adopted a descriptive-
correlation design using structural equation modeling. The statistical population of the
present study included all the faculty members of Malayer University with the number of 153
people. Due to the limited size of the research community, all faculty members were tested,
and finally, 140 faculty members participated in the study with a return rate of 92%. The tools
of data collection were questionnaires of institutional factors and blended learning. For data
analysis, descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage, mean) and inferential (correlation test
and path analysis) methods were used in SPSS version 22 and Smart PLS version 6 statistical
software.

m The findings obtained from the statistical analysis of the data indicated a positive
and significant impact of the normative factor with a path coefficient (0.151) on the use of
blended learning by the faculty members, and the mimetic factor with a path coefficient
(0.413) on the use of blended learning by faculty members, and the coercive factor with a
path coefficient (0.362) had an impact on the use of blended learning by faculty members.
Also, the measurement and fit indices of the model indicated its appropriateness.

Overall, the study showed that institutional factors (normative factors, coercive
factors, and mimetic factors) have a great impact on the use of blended learning by faculty
members. Hence, considering the following suggestions can help to institutionalize the use of
blended learning in the academic context, namely the establishment of regulations and
internal laws regarding the use of blended learning in the teaching-learning process at
universities, more culturalization in the use of blended learning in the teaching-learning
process by faculty members, imitating successful universities and institutions in the field of
implementing blended learning, training faculty members on how to apply blended learning
in teaching, encouraging more faculty members to use blended learning, and finally
considering more educational privileges for the use of blended learning in teaching by faculty
members.
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Fig. 1: Conceptual model of research
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Table 1: Skewness and Kurtosis of variables

S Nz bl e Sl oSle P
Kurtosis Skewness Variance Standard Deviation Mean Variable
Lua ol
0.024 -0.020 0.488 0.6982 333 sl Jolye
Normative factors
| Lol
-0.689 -0.068 0.720 0.8483 2.95 ‘S)L'? JA}C
Coercive factors
5 Ll
1.344 0.989 0.598 0.7730 2.04 S JA}C
Mimetic factors
<5 £l
0.844 0.620 0.559 .07474 2.50 =55 sk

Blended learning
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Table 2: Summary of fit indices of the measurement model
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Convergent validity Composite reliability coefficient Cronbach s alpha coefficients
(Higher than 0.7) (Higher than 0.7) (Higher than 0.7)
0.633 0.911 0.882 @bl Jolse
Coercive factors
; |
0.435 0.841 0.781 @l Jelye
Normative factors
0.715 0.926 0.900 A Jalye
Mimetic factors
0.498 0.874 0.832 =57 65
Blended learning
SY 5 Fsd Sy 41515 2ls) ¥ Jgar
Table 3: Divergent validity by Fornell and Locker method
Goulis Jelge =55 85k sl Jalge skl Jelge o o
Imitative factors Blended learning Normative factors Coercive factors Variables
0.796 bl Jelge
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Blended learning
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Table 4: Structural model test indices 5 . . -
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Fig. 2: Conceptual model of research based on t values
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Table 5: Correlation matrix of research variables
S5 eaSel sl Jalse Sl Jolge @bzt Jelse
Blended learning  Imitative factors ~ Normative factors  Coercive factors
- - - 1 &bzl Jelse
Coercive factors
_ _ 1 0.571 == 6)b_u.b' J“"?’c
Normative factors
- 1 0.485 *° 0567 el Jolge
Mimetic factors
1 0.676° 0.559 <= 0.686 °* o= RSk

Blended learning
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Table 6: The results of hypothesis testing with structural equation method

@ P-value t e (D) s y2 loars
Results Path coefficient (beta) Hypotheses
KWy 0.000 4.958 0.362 =55 650k 65,0 ;0 )l Jelge ST
Confirmation The effect of coercive factors on the application of blended learning
Te . e e . | a5
4 0.023 2.284 0.151 =S5 65l 65,50 0 g lue Jelse 30
Confirmation The effect of normative factors on the application of blended learning
b 5 65 65,05 ks Jlse 556
) 0.000 5558 0.413 u“‘S)’ 30k 65,54 50 sus J-“s‘):-’

Confirmation

The effect of mimetic factors on the application of blended learning
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Fig. 3: The effect of institutional factors on the use of blended learning
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