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Abstract

For Martin Buber, the ontological approach of turning to the "other" is a way of life
on which he based his works and thoughts. As a dialogue oriented philosopher, he
has explicitly illustrated his primary approaches for relationship with "other," "1-1t,"
and the "I-thou." He considers attaining the meaning of life as a subject of the "I-
thou" relationships. Buber believes that the "I-You" relationship can perceive love
because of its "subject-subject"” nature. In this view, love is a passionate desire for a
meaningful life that occurs only through meetings and "dialogue™ with the "other";
In Buber's thought, genuine relationship are a person's path to an authentic encounter
with the "spirit" or "eternal you™ and to discover the meaning of life. To achieve this
meaning and reach total humanity, the presence of the "other" and the surrounding
world is necessary. In his view, the crisis of "meaninglessness™ and "anti-otherness"
of contemporary man is a perfect image of evil; What he calls the experience of
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chaos arises from the factor that led man to this situation, and that is the "dialogue
crisis." Buber's thought establishes a connection between the fear of the other and
the lack of meaning of life on the one hand and "non-dialogue,” on the other. While
explaining "dialogue" as Buber's ontological approach to "other," this paper aims to
investigate the role of "other" presence and the essentials for the realization of
genuine relationships to discover the meaning of life.
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Problem Statement

Buber's primary concern is a modern man and the developed world he has created
for himself. In his view, the crisis of "meaninglessness"” and "anti-otherness" of man
in this period is a complete picture of evil; What he calls the experience of chaos is
the factor that drives a man to this state, and that is the crisis of dialogue. Buber's
thought connects "otherness-phobia™ and the lack of meaning in life, on the one hand,
and the non-dialogue, on the other. As a dialogue oriented philosopher, he believes
that the "I-thou™ relationship as a "subject-subject” relationship is capable of
perceiving love and that love is a union in which the "I'" and the "you" share respect,
Commitment, and responsibility. In this view, love is a passionate desire for a
meaningful life that occurs only through confrontation with the "other,”; So it is a
perception that goes beyond the individual and results from sharing with the "other."
As a result of this romantic encounter, the "I" becomes aware of a new image in the
"self."

According to Buber, "Relationship” is a fundamental issue because what is formed
among human beings is the relation between them, and the identity that each person
reveals is derived from these relationships. Hence, he writes in an allegorical phrase
at the beginning of I-You: "In the beginning is relation.” Buber believes that a high
degree of self-knowledge and self-awareness play an essential role in openness to
the "other"; Unlike the person who is unaware of his inner processes, the relationship
between "I and you" is spontaneous but not unconscious. His views also show that
genuine relationships are the path of the individual to create meaning in life. To
achieve this meaning and reach humanity, the presence of the "other" and the world
around him is essential. Thus, in Buber's view, being in a meeting that shapes
genuine relationships for human beings is a way of life that results in an I-You
relationship.

While explaining Buber's dialogical philosophy and aspects of the individual's
relationship with the "other,” this article examines the relationship between the
presence of the other and the meaning of life in his thoughts. Also, the necessary
conditions for realizing meaning through these relationships are studied.

Method
The research method of this article is the descriptive analytics approach.
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Findings and Results

In addition to proposing “I-thou” as a basic word, Buber also presents the "eternal
you," influenced by Hasidism's teachings. According to him, God, as the "eternal
you," is the "you" who keeps the "I-thou" relationship eternal and stable. He writes
in the book "l and Thou": "Every particular Thou is a glimpse through the eternal
Thou; by means of every particular Thou the primary word addresses the eternal
Thou." Buber seeks to explain that awareness of the “eternal you" is possible only
when | understand the human "you" and meet the "other,” But the "I-Thou"
relationship that prepares us to face the "eternal you" has its characteristics.
According to Buber, God loves, and a God-like man must be like him in the attribute
of love because God's love is manifested in man's love for him. In Buber's thought,
love is a unifying current in the world that blurs all other distinctions and achieves a
genuine union between "I," "you," and God. His communication-oriented vision
seeks to present a world with human qualities such as love, hope, and affection. By
shunning contemporary violent and class-based approaches, he strives for the
transcendence of man and the display of good human nature.

As seen, Buber recognizes the relationship with the "other" with a great sense of
responsibility that lies in love. According to him, the gift of love for one's neighbor,
like all human beings, which is aroused by one's actions and deeds within oneself,
does not come from one's will; Rather, it is his constant desire and the result of God's
grace. Buber's approach to discovering meaning is evident in his attitude toward
grace. He believes that the importance of grace is that meeting is not possible only
because of human willingness. Humans are exposed to mistakes and cannot establish
a dialogue but can prepare themselves for it. Finally, Buber believes that the meaning
of life can discover in the encounter and relationship with the eternal you. He says
that the unity of the world, man, and God is not a mystical unity but simply an
association.
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