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Abstract

One of the three constituent elements of all classical metaphysics is the theory of
Soul. Along with the soul, Kant also introduced the world and God as other pillars
of transcendental metaphysics, and explained their relation to each other as the
outlines of the "science of philosophy" in the third critique. In order to achieve this,
he believes that each of these three pillars needs to be analyzed in the context of
critical philosophy so that the historical impasses of traditional metaphysics can be
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opened and philosophy can move forward and progress like basic sciences such as
mathematics and physics. In the transcendental dialectic of the Critique of Pure
Reason, he examines the claims of the metaphysical's counterfeiters in four well-
known fallacies, and shows why they are barren. In addition to describing the
approach of traditional metaphysicians during this two Kant's serious discussions of
the soul- one as a condition of cognition and the other as part of traditional
metaphysics and its implicit fallacies- this paper seeks to show how the soul as one
of the pillars of the Science of Philosophy and the "complete philosophical system"
is formulated in Kant's critical philosophy, and for this formulation how to reject
Cartesian psychology.
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Problem Statement

In the philosophy of Descartes, the soul is an essence specific to man, and it is a
constituent element for his existence, along with the essence of the body (matter),
but independent of it. For him, the soul is the first substance that reveals itself in a
reflective way and after the revelation; it helps to obtain other knowledge, including
the knowledge of other substances and their complications and actions, through
conceptual analysis. For Descartes, the main act of the soul is "thinking™ and "I think,
then | am" is the main statement of this essence. This claim contains three
fundamental issues: The first is the soul as a condition for attaining other knowledge,
the second is the soul as an independent substance, which brings with it a set of topics
called philosophical psychology, and the third is the position of the soul next to the
other two essences of matter and God. In his critical philosophy, Kant has analyzed
all three positions with the aim of investigating why metaphysics has reached a dead
end throughout history in order to pave the way for the establishment of the science
of philosophy after this surgery. To do this, in accordance with the above three levels,
he has analyzed Descartes's psychology in three positions: first, in "transcendental
analysis”, he has examined it as a condition of cognition; a condition without which
the possibility of empirical knowledge is impossible, but contrary to Descartes, is
not self-recognizing because in order to know it, the condition must be re-identified.
Second, in the "Transcendental Dialectic" section, the self as a reasonable idea that
is obtained as a result of the natural desire of the intellect to find the condition of the
conditions (unconditional matter) in a deductive predication has been examined, and
under the four fallacies, in addition to a separate examination of the sterility of this
way is shown and in the third position, the soul along with other essences has been
analyzed to unify the rules of experience, and in contrast to the traditional
metaphysical scheme, a transcendental scheme has been proposed to explain the
physical relationship between them in the form of a single body entitled “the
possibility of establishing the metaphysical as a science."
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Method

Method In this paper, with the aim of interpreting Kant's views on the soul and its
functions in the above three positions, Descartes's psychology is read analytically
from the perspective of Kant's critical philosophy. In this analysis we show that
although Descartes has emerged as the father of modern philosophy, he owes much
to the traditional metaphysics in terms of the essence of the soul.

Findings and Results

Kant has done research on the "soul" as the subject of the thinker by analyzing
Descartes' main proposition, "I think, then 1 am,” and has analyzed thinking as a
condition of any empirical experience and knowledge. In contrast to this position,
Kant considered the soul as a condition of cognition without knowledge being
obtained from it; a kind of pure self-consciousness in which the soul knows nothing
of itself except that it must be present. He only knows that he is the condition for
knowledge. This self-awareness is transcendental self-awareness. This self-
awareness only knows that its existence is necessary and should be. Here thinking
about oneself means thinking that the "I" is the condition of any kind of
consciousness. This "I" is a transcendental "I" and is always present in the process
of thinking and the presumption of its absence is equal to the removal of any
knowledge. Kant thus rejected an argument in traditional metaphysics; because the
followers of this knowledge regarded the transcendent "I not as a condition of any
kind of empirical perception, but as a rational substance from which no empirical
idea is available. Hence, an independent science called "philosophical psychology"
is completely useless and meaningless in the context of traditional metaphysics.
Nevertheless, we can speak of a kind of transcendental psychology in the context of
transcendental idealism and critical philosophy, in which the soul is not a
recognizable idea, but as a necessity for regulating the knowledge of the mind as a
result of the teleological reflections of the power of contemplative judgment, a plan
that establishes the connection between theoretical reason and practical reason.
According to Kant, it is only in this way that metaphysics can present itself as a valid
(general and necessary) science and free itself from historical fallacies and
contradictions, including the fallacies of the soul.
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