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Abstract

Maritain, as one of the neothomist philosophers, believes in the return to Thomas
Aquinas’s views in all philosophical fields. One of the topics of interest to Maritain
is modern epistemology, which has not only been isolated from metaphysics but also
prioritized and is the first topic raised in the works of Descartes. Maritain argues that
this primacy has led to idealism and the perversion of philosophy, since
epistemology is one of metaphysical issues and should be raised after metaphysical
premises, in particular ontology.

Maritain presents critical realism, which is based on reality and existence as rational
truth that expressed in sensory terms, against modern philosophers’ views. That is to
say, the sense and experience of human being is the first encounter with the external
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world, but that reason dominates all levels of perception and validates human
perceptions, intends the existence of the object behind its empirical appearance. The
most important comprehension of reason, then, is the existence which beside
quiddity forms basic structure of any object. Accordingly, all modern
epistemological views are either realistic or idealistic, but are rejected as idealists,
because they ignore the role of external reality or “thing” in shaping mental “object”.

Keywords :Epistemology, Ontology, Critical Realism, Idealism, Existence, Reason,
Jacques Maritain, Thomas Aquinas.

Problem Statement

In Aristotelian and medieval thought, discussion about knowledge is one of the
issues that is considered under metaphysics and is considered on the basis of
ontological foundations. However, in the main current of post-Cartesian philosophy
epistemology is the starting point of philosophy and, unlike the previous tradition,
the external being, becomes dependent on mind and the mind is taken as basis of the
Truth. Maritain, as a Neothomist, opposes this idea by adhering to the peripatetic
tradition of Thomas Aquinas. The main issue of this research is to explain and
analyze the relationship between metaphysics and specifically ontology with
epistemology and how Maritain puts metaphysics before epistemology in contrast to
many modern and contemporary philosophers.

Method

The method of collecting data in this article is library method and analysing of data
have been descriptive-analytical. According to this process, first-hand sources,
especially those written by Meritan, are identified and accessed and studied
comprehensively and completely. In the next step, the sections related to the subject
of the article are selected and finally, with a descriptive-analytical approach and the
effective presence of the authors, the articulation of the selected texts is done and a
finally attempt is made to extract a coherent text.

Findings and Results

Maritain argues that priority of epistemology over metaphysics leads to false issues,
the most important of which is the appearance of Idealism. He believes that ignoring
the role of Being in metaphysics is the root of this idea and considers Being to be the
first known. In other words, the concept of Being, which is the first concept and even
it is taken from outside, is the basis of knowledge of things which are perceived by
the sense perception and even of self- knowledge. For this reason, the sensory
experience of external things is the beginning of science, without which knowledge
cannot become realistic; but it must not be limited to understanding phenomena; the
intellect can comprehend the existence of things. Accordingly, he introduces Critical
Realism, in which he criticizes those who started from the mind with the aim of



achieving true beliefs. For him the validity of knowledge can be obtained by Thomas
Aquinas’s Realism.

On the other hand, since Maritain believes in Thomas's views, and Thomas is
influenced by Avicenna, the roots of some of his views can be traced to Avicenna’s
thought. In addition, we believe there can be a philosophical conversation between
them to show how Avicennian philosophy can be important for today philosophy.
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