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Abstract

This paper is about the special divine act in the natural world. In the contemporary
philosophy of religion, the static view of Aristotelianism or Peripatetic school to
the physical world seems to be a barrier in the explanation of the special divine act.
This paper has two definite goals. The first is to defend the consistency of
Avicenna's philosophy with different interpretations of the term “particular” in
particular divine act. The second goal is to answer this question: Is it possible to
present an explanation of "specific act" based on Avicenna's philosophy, which has
the necessary and sufficient components of a good answer? It seems that the
explanation of the natural world and act of God in Avicenna's philosophy cannot
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provide that necessity and this sufficiency. Although this thought can close to the
favorable meaning but can't interpret it without reduction into general divine act.
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Problem Statement

Most believers have experienced a special divine act in daily life. We are often
confronted with situations in which one or a set of specific events is attributed to
God with a sense of excitement and, of course, surprise. What we often consider to
be the fulfillment of our prayers that is, we pray first, and then the fulfillment of
our desires are examples of such events. We also use situations in which terms
such as "God have mercy on me ..." or "Suddenly God's grace included me and so
on". For example, "God have mercy on me that the bus did not fall into the valley"
or "God's grace was with me and my illness did not spread further.” In such
situations and in everyday Persian, "God's work™ is usually spoken of. Even in such
situations, if the recipients of the terms are confronted with the question, "Has God
not shown mercy or graced His grace in other moments?" Or, "Isn't that God's
work?" The answer would probably be, "Yes, of course.” In that case, what makes
God believe and allows him to use these terms? It seems that the divine reactions to
prayers and the cases in which "God's mercy or grace" and, of course, other similar
cases are divine acts and, of course, special actions.

But where does this feature come from? What is the criterion? In other words, what
is the criterion for the specificity of the divine act? Which feature makes an action
special and separates it from general divine actions? A general divine act is the
creation and maintenance of all reality to the extent that no specific purpose or
intention is assumed other than the creation of the world, and in contrast to a
particular act, there are specific and intentional providential actions that are
performed by God in a particular time or place in the physical world. The main
issue of this article is the philosophical nature of specific divine actions. In
examining this issue, our focus is on Avicenna" s philosophical system.

What’s the relation between divine agency and natural causes? Even one situation
of natural causal effect is enough to raise this question: who is the real agent, The
God or something/one other than him? If the answer is the other, God’s agency and
its most crucial feature, totality, are contravened, and if the answer is God, it is a
ground to ask further questions: what’s the very meaning of divine action? And
how these two causal systems, God as the transcendent cause of a supposing event
and the natural cause of that even, can be related to each other simultaneously?
One of the most well-known answers, historically, to all these problems is based on
a differentiation between horizontal and vertical causal relations, namely,
supposing God’s agency vertically and natural causes horizontally to each other.
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Method
This research has been conducted by descriptive-analytical method based on
Avicenna's principles from its original sources.

Findings and Results

There can be three interpretation of the term "special™ in special divine act and one
of them is desirable. To substantiate this claim, first, we distinguished three
meanings of the term "special” in the idea of "divine special act". We can list these
three meanings as follows: objective meaning, subjective meaning and functional
meaning. Then we argued that Avicenna's metaphysics of divine special act is
compatible with subjective and objective meanings. However, as we know that the
most crucial meaning is the objective meaning, because it leads to interventionism,
the longest section of the article focuses on objective meaning. Previous divine
science and God's science of details and it's relationship with act of God are the key
influencers in this meaning. Avicenna's affirmation on the principle of causal
necessity in natural world also that he doesn’t accept change in the typical form
and present a closed causal system, prevent him to accept objective special divine
act in its interventional meaning. We argued and at last concluded that Avicenna's
interpretation of divine special act does not mean divine intervention but it leads to
reduction of divine special act to his general action. Although this thought can
close to the favorable meaning but can't interpret it without reduction into general
divine act.
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