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Abstract

All philosophical schools in the Islamic world have held that God is transcendent
and God is regarded as complete perfect being and the deficiency of other beings and
creatures are accepted by them. But Mulla Sadra believes that every creature is the
same perfection and no perfection can be excluded from any creature. Mulla Sadra's
view is met with two kinds of interpretation by the commentators of Sadrian wisdom;
the first interpretation is that although all beings possess all perfection, the manner
in which they are perfected is different and it comes in degrees. The second
interpretation, denies the gradation quality of perfectness with the claim that every
creature is the same perfection and no perfection can be excluded from any creature.
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It considers their differences in potentiality and actuality not in possessing or lacking.
The first interpretation is consistent with the theory of gradation of existence and the
second interpretation is more consistent with the theory of Wahdat al-Wujtad (Unity
of Existence) and gradation in manifestation of existence. In this paper, which is
authored in documentary way and logical analysis is used, by refusing the first
interpretation the second one is approved. It also criticizes some of the
contemporaries for reconciling these two interpretations.

Keywords: Existence, Perfection, Gradation in the Existence, Gradation in the
Manifestations, Unity of Existence.

Problem Statement

The theory of the objectivity of being with real perfection is one of the privileges
and prominences features of the Sadrian philosophical system over other
philosophical schools. From Mulla Sadra's view, existence is not only concomitant
to all true perfection, but they are identical fact. He explicitly identified all degrees
of existences to all true perfection. True perfects, as they arise out of existence are
identified with true perfect. Hence wherever an existence is found, it certainly
includes all of these perfects, even in material being. The question which this paper
deal with is emerged at this point and it can be articulated as follow: How a claim by
stating that every existence possesses all perfection can give a proper justification
for the differences between God and other creatures and the difference exists among
the creatures that have various degrees.

Explaining this problem is based on another problem which can be considered as a
subsidiary problem of this research and it is whether the theory of the gradation of
existence is compatible with the theory of the personal unity of existence. These two
theories are mentioned in Mulla Sadra's words and explained in his works in
numerous positions.

Method
The method used in this paper is documentary along with logical analysis.

Findings and Results

According to the theory of personal unity of existence, every being is as the same as
the perfectness and it possess and even the weakest being do not lack the perfectness.
The criterion by which the creatures turns into various degrees dividing them into
weak and strong is based on manifestation of their perfectness not on the basis of
their possessing the perfectness. For all beings have all the perfections and they are
not differentiated from God in not having perfectness rather they are differentiated
from God in that their existence is not a self-existence being and consequently are
enjoying self —manifestation as the creatures is differentiated from themselves by
manifestation of the degrees of their perfectness. Therefore, the more a creature
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displays, the higher degrees of perfection, the closer position with regard to God it
has and the fewer and weaker the appearance of these perfects, the lower rank it may
have and its position would be farther from the manifested being. The basis of such
a theory is the dependence of all being on God's existence, in the sense that God is
present in all beings with the simplicity he has. And since His simple (unfolded)
existence is at the heart of every creature, therefore, all true perfection is also present
within the relational identity of the creatures.
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