70%
N2

B T
[Py

-
i
2

Shahid Rajaee Teacher Training University- Iran
Ontological Researches

semi-annual scientific journal

ISSN (print): 2345-3761 (online): 2676-4490
Type: Research

Vol.9, No. 18
Autumn 2020 & Winter 2021

Journal Homepage: www.orj.sru.ac.ir

A Reading on the Ontological Approach to the Necessity of
Imamate Based on Mulla Sadra's Philosophical Foundations

Abedin Darvishpour!
Mehrdad Amiri?
Habib Hatami Ken Kabood?

Abstract

In Shiite culture besides the knowledge of monotheism, prophecy and resurrection,
no religious belief has significance as the principle of Imamate. In the meantime, the
issue of the ontological necessity of Imam's existence is one of the theological-
philosophical issues that has been considered by some Islamic thinkers.

Sadr al-Mutallin as a Shi'ite theologian, based on reasoning and intuition has studied
the dimensions of the Imamate problem in his most important philosophical and
theological works. Based on his philosophical foundations, he studies the position
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of the Imam in the hierarchy of being, explaining the relationship between God, the
perfect man and the universe on the basis of the principality of existence and the
movement in essence, and demonstrates the necessity of Immamate using an
ontological approach based on the rule of Ashraf, ascending and descending arches
and introduces the Imam through the virtues of the right to the possibilities and
determines his position on the basis of the continuity of the divine grace. This
research attempts to describe and explain the necessity of Imamate in transcendent
wisdom based on its philosophical and ontological principles with a descriptive-
analytical approach.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Imamate, Ontology, Ashraf Possibility, Mediator of Grace.

Problem Statement

Disagreements in the concept and status of Imamate from the historical, religious
and theological point of view have been among the most prominent issues in the
Islamic world since the death of the Prophet (pbuh) (Najjarzadegan, 2011, p. 15).
The importance of this issue is so great that, according to history, the first important
difference between the Islamic Ummah originated from it. (Shahrestani, 1985, Vol.
1, p. 31) In addition to historical evidence in this field, many theologians and
philosophers have attempted to argue in this field in order to serve their theological
and philosophical foundations. From the Islamic theologian's point of view, Imamate
and Prophecy is considered as a guiding the community to achieve perfection and
virtue, and the Imam pave the way for those who are capable of attaining perfection
and virtue, with guidance and, bring the necessary and sufficient benefit for them.
(Ibn Sina, 1993, p. 422) Therefore, Imam is leading guide who enjoys all the
advantages of human perfection so that he can become the fundamental pillar of the
utopian society and guide it to the realization of their virtues and their consolidation.
Imamate is the dignity that one enjoys with the divine endorsements of this capacity
to lead and guide society and to complement the community and to serve virtues.
(ipid, 1952, p. 125) In his approach to the issue of transcendent wisdom on the issue
of Imamate, Mulla Sadra, relying on the spiritual perfection of the Imam, considering
him as an intermediary among the people for receiving charity and fajut. He uses the
concept of Wali, Imam and Wali as someone who is embodied divine character and
possesses divine names and attributes. (Mulla Sadra, 1986, p. 816) Using the
concepts of the perfect human being, Mulla Sadra has considered the Imam to be an
essential element in the realization of the way of conduct (ipid, 19900, p. 300) and
believes that the Imamate was the inner prophecy and remained until the
resurrection. It is inevitable that there is a Wali and an Imam who worships God with
secret intuition and has the divine book and the origin of the sciences. (Hammu,
1997, p. 461) Therefore, the Divine Imam is the ruler of the universe, who, through
his perfection, which is the light in the light of the truth, is in charge of the creatures
and the other creatures are subordinate to His existence and obey His command.
(Homo, 1992, p. 140) The present paper intends to analyze the effects of their
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philosophical attitude in interpreting the necessity of the Imamate problem with an
analytical-descriptive approach, relying on the ontological foundations of
transcendent wisdom.

Research Finding

According to the principles of transcendent wisdom, Mulla Sadra refers to the Imam
as a perfect and

"human" person, so it can be said,;

1. On the basis of his transcendent wisdom, Mulla Sadra, while emphasizing the
necessity and status of Imamate in the universe, considers Imam as the recipient of
divine virtues.

2. In his view, the Imam is the one who has fulfilled all the perfection of the
theoretical and practical powers, and this attribute has, on the one hand, mediated
the reception of divine virtues and, on the other hand, assumed the competence of
presiding over society and directing man to divine perfection.

3. On the basis of transcendent wisdom, the essence of the material departure from
power is to act according to the movement of the material world in the path of
abstraction, and the Imam is a perfect human being who directs and moves man
toward perfection in order to make him a good communicator. To move with the
immaterial world, that is, the active intellect and the world.

4. According to Mulla Sadra's ontological view, the Imam besides the anatomical
province has a developmental province, and the perfect human being, in
transcendental wisdom, is an imamate and, in view of the actual divine perfections,
he is the embodiment of the Rabbi's attributes. Society plays a vital role in divine
closure
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