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EETELLIT RET T Mo JIEIGHIERR The role and importance of agricultural vocational schools and training

centers in forming the educated human resources needed in agriculture and the issues and problems that
these centers face in the current situation are matters to be taken into consideration. It all shows that the
pathology of these centers can not only help improve the prevailing situation, rather, it is possible to
provide the necessary backgrounds for quality improvement in education by identifying the effective
factors and elements that strengthen and improve it. Doing so these centers will be able to train students
who have both the necessary skills and expertise to be able to enter the job market. A literature review on
the pathology of vocational training schools and centers in agriculture revealed that despite many research
studies conducted viewing the matter from diverse set of perspectives, none of them tended to study the
non-functionality (flaws) of these centers from the viewpoint of two groups involved in the learning
process, 1- students and 2- educators and managers. This study was conducted with the aim of pathology
of agricultural vocational schools and training centers in Kermanshah Province, as one of the agricultural
hubs in Iran, from the perspective of students, educators and managers.

Generally stating, this study is applied in terms of its nature, and uses descriptive survey
method in terms of data collection. The statistical population of the study consists of students (n=2800),
and educators and managers (n=210). The sample based on Krejcie and Morgan table consists of 338
students who were selected by stratified random sampling. Teachers and administrators are selected
according to their population number. To collect data, a two-part questionnaire was used, the first part
including questions on individual characteristics of study subjects and the second part identifying the
damages of agricultural vocational schools and training centers from the perspective of students, educators
and managers (42 items, using Likert-type scale, ranging from 1 to 5). Interviews with managers and
observations were also used as needed to obtain additional information.

According to students, the most important flaws of agricultural vocational schools and training

centers are the incompatibility of curriculum content with market needs, inflexible educational structures,
low diversity of curriculum content, large number of general education courses and lack of up-to-date
teachers. Educators and managers also stated that the most important flaws of these centers are inflexible
educational structures, time-limit problems with courses duration, low diversity of curriculum content,
accepting more students from urban areas and their lack of familiarity with agriculture and inappropriate
equipment. Both groups agree on issues such as the inflexibility of the educational structures, top-down
curriculum planning and lack of adequate diversity of content. To sum up, the most important flaws of
these centers include 1- executive and educational shortcomings, 2- lack of a good planning, 3- lack of
interorganizational communication system, 4- environmental barriers, 5- individual and motivational
problems, 6- lack of proper evaluation and 7-governmental obstacles.
In order to reduce damage, scholars and faculty members can develop a wide variety of
materials well-suited for different branches in the field of agriculture. Additionally, more attention should
be paid to practical training (in-field education) and development of a well-planed bottom-up curriculum
for vocational schools. Also, establishing a memorandum of understanding and agreement between these
centers and various industrial sectors in agriculture, and students’ participation in these sectors can be
effective for them in gaining required skills and expertise of the field.
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Table 1: Prioritizion and comparison of injuries of vocational agricultural training centers from the perspective of students, administrators and trainers

a5, Ol 5 o150 o] 4, RUPESEI ]
Rank Administrators and trainers Injuries Rank Studetns Injuries
sb Mean N Mean
1 .982 4.75  Flexible teaching structure 1 1.314 4.47 Content mismatch with
market need
2 .976 4.67  Short duration of training 2 1.329 4.35 Flexible teaching
structure
3 974 4.62  Low diversity of content 3 .586 4.22 Low diversity of content
4 .958 4.51  Attracting more students 4 627 4.21 High volume of general

from urban areas and lack

courses
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Rank Administrators and trainers Injuries Rank Studetns Injuries
of knowledge of
agriculture
5 1.43 4.48  Inadequate equipment, 5 .765 4.17 Teachers' information is
lack of equipment and not up to date
training facilities, and lack
of equipped laboratories
and libraries
6 1.37 4.35  Content mismatch with 6 .704 4.09 Disregard for internships
market need
7 .835 4.27  Lack of national, 7 1.121 4.01 Course content not
professional and updated
professional standards
8 .821 4.18  Pay more attention to 8 .896 3.91 Ignoring research
quantity
9 1.086 4.02  Insufficient and 9 .544 3.76 Decentralization of
inadequate space for purpose and evidence
training
10 1.241 4.01  Motivation of trainers due 10 476 3.51 Agricultural education is
to low pay and unclear expensive and expensive
employment status
11 1.317 3.92  Course content not 11 327 3.44 Inappropriate content
updated
12 1.117 3.68  Offering practical lessons 12 .939 3.38 Inappropriate teaching
in the wrong season methods, inapplicability
of the material
presented, and
overcoming the lecture
method
13 1.044 3.59  Agricultural education is 13 .864 3.32 Paying more attention to
expensive quantity
14 .837 3.44  lack of proper facilities 14 917 3.19 Failure of laws and
and facilities regulations
15 .745 3.35  High volume of general 15 447 3.16 Lack of national,
courses professional and
professional standards
16 728 3.32  Lack of proper job market 16 1.114 3.12 Inappropriate planning
and difficulty to find of agricultural courses
graduates and inappropriateness of
courses and content
with the field of study
17 .687 3.28  Attracting more students 17 1.008 3.07 Short duration of
from urban areas and lack training
of knowledge of
agriculture
18 1.421 3.13  People's negative attitude 18 475 3.04 Offering practical lessons
toward agriculture and in the wrong season
manual labor
19 .827 3.10 Low self-esteem of 19 1.009 3.01 Developing top-notch
students programs and
mismatching learners'
needs
20 .654 3.05 No interest in string 20 .849 2.85  Attracting more students
from urban areas and
lack of knowledge of
agriculture
21 v.89 3.02 Low motivation for 21 .522 2.81 Ignoring in-service
students education
22 .959 2.94  Injecting and attracting 22 .567 2.79  Inadequate equipment,
low quality students to the lack of equipment and
centers training facilities, and
lack of equipped
laboratories and libraries
23 .797 2.90 High dropout rates 23 1.004 2.68 Insufficient and
inadequate space for
training
24 .864 2.90 Negative attitudes towards 24 761 2.66  Lack of proper facilities

centers and conservatories
Lack of government
support

and facilities
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Rank Administrators and trainers Injuries Rank Studetns Injuries
25 1.165 2.86  Lack of government 25 .570 2.61  People's negative
support attitude toward
agriculture and manual
labor
26 671 2.84  Low interest rates for 26 437 2.60 Low self-esteem of
registering at these centers students
27 447 2.79  Difficulty to use banking 27 .868 2.58 Nointerest in string
facilities
28 .523 2.79  Weak link between 28 .947 2.55  Low motivation for
agricultural education students
centers with the private
sector and inactive private
sector participation
29 1.116 2.67  Low connectivity of 29 .866 2.51 Injecting and attracting
centers and conservatories low quality students to
with executive devices the centers
30 1.116 2.59 Inappropriate planning of 30 .904 2.50  High dropout rates
agricultural courses and
inappropriateness of
courses and content with
field of study
31 .358 2.55 Ignoring in-service 31 .864 2.49  Negative attitude
education towards centers and
conservatories
32 418 2.55  Developing top-notch 32 1.348 2.46  Low interest rates for
programs and mismatching registering at these
learners' needs centers
33 118 2.46  Disregarding internships 33 244 2.45  Motivation of trainers
due to low pay and
unclear employment
status
34 1.154 2.41  Inappropriate content 34 921 2.40  Lack of proper job
market and difficulty
finding graduates
35 473 2.35  Lack of scientific visits 35 .236 2.38  Difficulty to use banking
facilities
36 .618 2.35  Decentralization of 36 .684 2.35  Lack of government
purpose and evidence support
37 1.214 2.30  Ignoring research 37 723 2.31  lack of scientific visits
38 1.021 2.25  Failure of laws and 38 .468 2.30  Weak link between
regulations agricultural education
centers with the private
sector and inactive
private sector
participation
39 .278 2.21 Inappropriate teaching 39 .668 2.23 Low connectivity of
methods, inapplicability of centers and
the material presented, conservatories with
and overcoming the executive devices
lecture method
40 .546 2.15  Paying attention only to 40 732 2.20  Lack of skill coordination
the final evaluation among training providers
41 .864 2.07  Lack of skill coordination 41 .705 2.15  Lack of attention to
among training providers practical evaluation
methods and
dissatisfaction with
existing evaluation
methods
42 .276 2.04  Lack of attention to 42 221 2.09  Paying attention only to

practical evaluation
methods and
dissatisfaction with
existing evaluation
methods

the final evaluation

(Ol Hlaws0 wb-F (gog0xb -V ArJ—Y (oS b))
(1. very low, 2. Low, 3. somewhat, 4. high, 5. very high)
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Table 2: Extracted factors along with specific amounts and variances explained before and after the rotation

Az e RS B
After rotation Before rotation
Summary of explained Explained percent Special amount Factor Summary of explained Explained percent Special Factor
variance variance variance variance amount
15.78 15.78 4.67 1 16.04 16.04 5.74 1
30.05 14.27 4.36 2 31.05 15.01 5.25 2
43.01 13.05 3.79 3 44.19 13.14 4.39 3
55.27 12.17 3.54 4 56.36 12.17 4.17 4
67.31 12.04 3.17 5 68.48 12.12 3.72 5
76.58 9.27 2.56 6 78.69 10.21 3.45 6
85.73 9.15 2.54 7 88 9.31 2.96 7
4l )50 L yle jledal cawsay ol )b Jlade g o Jule ¥ g0
Table 3: Factors and factor loadings obtained from the rotated matrix
ele JUELH |
Factors Variables Injuries
778 Inappropriate content
741 Inappropriate teaching methods, inapplicability of the material presented, and overcoming the
lecture method
716 Paying more attention to quantity Executive and educational
.704 Lack of national, professional and professional standards
.687 Failure of laws and regulations
.650 Decentralization of purpose and evidence
.648 Agricultural education is expensive
632 Course content not updated
.628 Content mismatch with market demand
625 Low diversity of content
.620 Increasing the volume of general courses
.608 Flexible teaching structure
.601 Disregarding internships
.597 Updating teacher information
591 Ignoring research
.865 Inappropriate planning of agricultural courses and inappropriateness of courses and content with Improper planning
field of study
.859 Short duration of training
.845 Developing top-notch programs and mismatching learners' needs
.838 Offer practical lessons in the wrong season
.680 Ignoring in-service training
.524 Attracting more students from urban areas and lack of knowledge of agriculture
678 Lack of skill coordination among training providers Lack of extracurricular
.644 Weak link between agricultural education centers with the private sector and inactive private sector ~ communication
participation
.630 Low connectivity of centers and conservatories with executive devices
.540 There was no scientific sight
.820 Inadequate equipment, lack of equipment and training facilities, and lack of equipped laboratories ~ Environmental barriers
and libraries
.646 Lack of proper facilities and facilities
.897 Injection and recruitment of low quality students to the centers Personal and motivational problems
.824 High dropout rates
.807 Low interest rates for registering at these centers
625 Negative attitudes towards these centers
517 Low motivation for students
.507 Low self-esteem of students
449 People's negative attitude towards agriculture and practical work
436 No interest in string
431 Many educators are motivated by low pay and lack of job status
.846 Lack of attention to practical evaluation methods and dissatisfaction with existing evaluation Lack of proper evaluation
methods
.874 Paying attention only to the final evaluation
.659 Lack of proper job market and difficulty finding graduates State Barriers
621 Difficulty to use banking facilities
.609 Lack of government support
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Fig. 1: Pathology of vocational agricultural training centers from the perspective of students, administrators and trainers
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