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Abstract

Understanding the architecture of the holy building requires explaining the
behavioral pattern of believers in order to connect with the source of grace. Mosques
and shrines of Imams (AS) are decorated with the blessing of congregational prayers
as signs and symbols of revelation. The role of imam and imamate as a "factor of
unity" and how the principle of "unity in multiplicity" appeared in the sacred shrine
of Imam Hussein (a.s.) and Sheikh Lotfollah mosque is the issue of this article.
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Therefore, the aforementioned principle has been explained and recognized in the
architectural space with the descriptive-analytical and case-study method.
Considering the Imam's position as the inner Qiblah and the guide of multitudes to
unity and the straight path, the architectural system of two buildings in inner "unity"
has been established for the training of "Abd Allah". In architecture, the first level
of the visual system is after facing the front, which contains the holy place with
symbols and signs and concave form, guidance and invitation. The second level,
after passing through the head and moving towards the Qibla, is the heavenly light,
the shrine and the dome of the house (the unity of the path and the sacred axis), which
is the behavior of pilgrims and believers with regard to the holy place, and the
sequence, continuity and repetition of spiritual elements and inscriptions are
reflected in the architecture. The third level is done in a balance of attention based
on inner thinking, remembrance and worship and the dominance of pause over
passing (unity of deeds and remembrance with Farada prayer), standing, salutations
and reading pilgrimages are done in specific boundaries. The fourth level of the
behavioral system is based on the imam (unity with the guardian and the imam), the
unification of the believers on the axis of the imam of the congregation, and creating
a place for congregations and creating a memorable atmosphere facing the Qibla.
The fifth level is in the believer's attention to divine light. In this position, resorting
to Arwa al-Waghti and the means of placing the Imam in space and time, side by
side with the sky and paying attention to the owner of the honorable position, causes
a state of solitude, contentment, and bliss, and this position includes a return to
eternal memories and the position of divine nature.

Keywords: Symbol and inscription, unity in plurality, dome of the Husseini shrine,
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, holy place, Imam and Imamate.

Problem Statement

In creating works of art, the "believing" artist is committed to revealing
transcendental concepts and conveying the "message of the Lord" and "good news"
to his audience. Each work becomes a new and creative "statement" for the
"manifestation" of truth and the emergence of meaning in the body of that
phenomenon. The architecture of the Islamic civilization period of Iran is the
manifestation of the most fundamental and important principle of tradition, namely
the principle of unity, which has been introduced in the centralism of architecture as
a manifestation of the process of plurality to unity. Among them, the dome and the
circular plan have attracted the most attention as centralist symbols.

In the architecture of the Islamic era, inspired by natural space, a nucleus or cell of
the architectural space is organized in such a way that, in relation to the observing
and present human being, a means of concentration, stillness, and the process from
the exterior to the interior and from plurality to unity is provided (Noqreh Kar, 2005).
In order to achieve perfection, a common goal gives unity to a set of many parts. In

sacred architecture, such as the architecture of mosques and holy shrines, the unity
of the building is achieved by having a single and harmonious goal and “working in
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harmony” with the components. In this architecture, light plays an important role in
achieving perfection and creating unity for the many components. “In this
architecture, the body must be transformed into a soul, because the soul is the
perfection of the body. With this analogy, it can be said that Muslim architecture, in
the light of the light, from the ceiling and walls, transforms the materials into light
and in the form of crystalline radiations” (Noqrehkar, 2008). Such a large container
can accommodate the believer and his private whisper with God. In the domes of the
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in Isfahan and the shrine of Imam Hussein (AS), one can
also observe the transition from unity to plurality of works of art based on the
variables of hierarchy and interconnection. Given that these two unique buildings
are outstanding works of Islamic art and architecture, the aim of this research is to
demonstrate the manifestation of the principle of unity and plurality in the Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque and the Dome of the Shrine of Imam Hussein (AS) by searching
for goals, principles, patterns, and unifying elements.

Method

In this research, studies were collected using documentary and field methods, and
the principle of unity in diversity in architectural space was recognized using
analytical-descriptive methods, and finally, the two domes of the house were
compared and contrasted.

Findings and Results

In Islamic architecture, inspired by natural space, a nucleus or cell of architectural
space is organized in such a way that, in relation to the observing and present human
being, it provides a means of concentration, stillness, and movement from the
exterior to the interior and from multiplicity to unity. In the Islamic worldview,
existence from the perspective of monotheism is the absolute unity of God. This
unity reflects itself in the form of countless and diverse manifestations in the world
of multiplicity. Therefore, every particle of the world is a manifestation of the divine
manifestation and at the same time a part of a single and coherent whole. This
concept, which is called the unity of existence in mystical terms and in its
manifestation, unity in multiplicity, is the basis of many creative activities in Islamic
civilization, especially in the field of art and architecture. The principle of unity in
multiplicity must be clearly observed in mosques and it must be in such a way that
man forgets himself and thinks only of the unity of God. The principle of the Islamic
religion is that all people believe in the oneness of God and monotheism, which is
the worship of people (plurality) in front of God (unity) that converge towards a
single point. This convergence is not just a visual order, but a reflection of the eternal
return of creation to the Creator. In examining the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque in
Isfahan and the dome of the holy shrine of Imam Hussein (AS), despite the
abundance of decorations, color, light, type of materials and proportions, one can
observe the holy existence of the Lord of the worlds in the heart of all this. The



calligraphy and inscriptions that show us the words of the Quran and the light that is
of the type and essence of God himself. The materials of this mosque were
indigenous and show simplicity, in contrast to the various patterns used on the walls
and ceiling of the mosque, which express splendor and multiplicity. In general, what
can be clearly seen in the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque and the Dome of Imam Hussein
(AS) in common is the existence of plurality and unity in all components, and what
has turned this building into a miracle of world architecture is the juxtaposition of
plurality and unity, not their opposition and contradiction. In these two case studies,
the dome has transformed a static space into a dynamic space, and both variables of
interconnection and hierarchy have been observed in the dome, because the
discussion of centrality and access to the spaces is visible.
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