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Abstract

In Islamic philosophical discourse, the use of certain quantitative and qualitative
attributes in reference to God has been customary. Among these attributes are
intensity of existence and infinity. One of the most frequently cited expressions
among philosophers is that God is “beyond infinity in intensity, duration, and
number.” A careful examination of the meanings of these terms and their modes of
application raises a fundamental question: is the use of such attributes with respect
to God and immaterial beings philosophically acceptable? And if such attribution is
valid, what is its correct interpretation? Among early Islamic philosophers, Khajah
Nasir al-Din Tiist addressed the attribution of infinity in a detailed and systematic
manner, and it can be said that subsequent philosophers largely followed his model.
Accordingly, this article takes Tts1’s views as the primary framework of discussion
and then considers the perspectives of later thinkers such as Mirza Mahdi Ashtiyani
and the late Morteza Motahhari, insofar as they directly engage with the central
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question of this study. Based on these views, the paper seeks to provide an answer
to the aforementioned questions.

The analysis of the meanings and applications of these expressions, together with an
examination of the philosophers’ positions, leads to the conclusion that attributes
such as intensity of existence and infinity, as commonly used, cannot be
philosophically correct when applied to God. Even if these attributes are ascribed to
divine action, their application is only possible—indirectly and with mediation—in
the case of material creation. With respect to the Divine Essence itself, attributes
such as intensity of existence are not meaningful. Likewise, the attribution of infinity
to God in quantitative or qualitative senses is not possible and constitutes a
philosophical error, unless infinity is understood not in a quantitative or qualitative
sense but rather in a purely negative (apophatic) sense—namely, as the absence of
limit, quantity, and quality. Under this interpretation, the attribution of infinity to the
absolute existence of God becomes both correct and meaningful.

Keywords: Infinity, Intensity of Existence, Divine Attributes, Islamic Philosophy,
Khajah Nastr al-Din Tas1

Introduction

In the discourse of Islamic philosophy, particularly in the works of later
philosophers, the use of specific quantitative and qualitative attributes to describe
God has been widespread. Among these attributes are the notions of intensity of
existence and infinity. Classical expressions such as describing God as being
“beyond infinity in intensity, duration, and number” clearly reflect this approach.
Such attributions, especially given the conceptual origins of these terms in
philosophical categories related to quantity (continuous and discrete), give rise to
important and fundamental critical questions.

The central issue concerns the possibility, validity, and manner of attributing such
concepts to a being that, according to the very principles of this philosophical
tradition, is pure simplicity and transcendent beyond all categories, including
substance and accident.

The Main Problem

The central problem of this research is to examine the philosophical possibility and
validity of attributing attributes such as intensity (understood as perfection of power
or act) and infinity (understood as being infinite) to the Divine Essence. Given that
these concepts are originally accidents whose subject is quantity (either continuous
or discrete) and, ultimately, material beings—or at least beings characterized by
extension and multiplicity—how can they be predicated of a purely immaterial,
simple being such as God?

Is such usage merely a form of linguistic looseness, a philosophical error, or does it
point to a deeper and revised meaning of these concepts?



Subsidiary Questions

In order to analyze the main problem, the following subsidiary questions are
addressed:

What are the conceptual origins and logical conditions for the predication of
attributes such as intensity and infinity, and to what kinds of subjects do they
properly belong?

What is Khajah Nasir al-Din TiisT’s analysis as one of the pioneering philosophers
who dealt extensively with this issue, and what model does he present?

Can the problem be resolved by attributing intensity and infinity to divine action
rather than to the Divine Essence?

Given philosophical principles such as the atemporality of immaterial beings, is it
possible to apply concepts intrinsically tied to time and extension (such as intensity
based on the duration of action) to God and other immaterial entities?

Can the distinction between mathematical/conventional infinity and
real/philosophical infinity provide a solution to this problem?

What are the more critical views of later philosophers such as Mirza Mahdi Ashtiyani
and Morteza Motahhari on this issue?

Research Methodology

This study adopts an analytical—critical approach and is conducted through a
documentary and library-based method. The research procedure is as follows:

Data Collection:

The primary sources examined include the works of Khajah Nagir al-Din Tusi—
especially his Commentary on the Isharat—as the central classical exposition of the
problem, followed by the more critical views of later philosophers such as Mirza
Mahdi Ashtiyani and Morteza Motahhari. In addition, foundational philosophical
works (such as those of Avicenna) are consulted to clarify the conceptual origins of
the relevant notions, and other philosophical texts are cited to demonstrate the
prevalence of such expressions.

Data Analysis:

After extracting and organizing the relevant views, a logical and philosophical
analysis is undertaken, consisting of the following stages:

Precise clarification of the concepts of quantity, finitude, infinity, and intensity, and
determination of their proper domains of application.

Systematic exposition and critique of Khajah Nasir al-Din TusT’s position, with
particular attention to his classification of powers and types of infinity (intensive,
temporal, and numerical).

Examination of the attempt to solve the problem by transferring the attribution from
the Divine Essence to divine action, and analysis of the adequacy or inadequacy of
this solution.

Application of modern mathematical analyses (especially the concept of limit) to
examine the possibility of “infinite intensity” and evaluation of whether such



bl s sl jiagh dslilad g0 Y.f

analyses can be extended from the conventional domain of mathematics to the real
domain of philosophy.

Review and comparison of critical perspectives—especially those of Ashtiyant and
Motahhari—and formulation of a final synthesis.

The aim of this methodology is to arrive at a clear and coherent analysis of the
problem, to identify the strengths and weaknesses of traditional formulations, and
ultimately to provide a well-argued answer to the central research question.

Research Findings

Impossibility of Literal Attribution:

The literal attribution of quantitative attributes such as intensity and infinity (in their
conventional mathematical and philosophical senses) to the Divine Essence faces
fundamental difficulties. These concepts belong to the domain of material or
extended beings, and their direct predication of pure, simple existence is
inappropriate and entails placing God under philosophical categories.

Critique of Action-Based Solutions:

Even when the attribution is shifted from the Divine Essence to divine action, the
problems persist:

Infinite Intensity: The realization of “infinite intensity” in action, even in material
contexts, would require motion in zero time, which is impossible and self-
contradictory. Interpreting it as an atemporal creative act would make this attribute
common to all immaterial beings and thus eliminate any distinctive divine
prerogative.

Numerical and Temporal Infinity: Infinity in terms of number or time either pertains
exclusively to material entities (and thus does not constitute a perfection of an
immaterial agent) or is fundamentally inapplicable to atemporal immaterial beings.
Final Solution: Negative (Apophatic) Interpretation of Limitlessness:

The only acceptable interpretation of these expressions within Islamic philosophy is
a negative and apophatic one. Infinity must be understood as the negation of any
limit, boundary, quantity, or determination with respect to the Divine Essence—not
as the possession of an infinite magnitude. Likewise, intensity should not be
understood quantitatively, but rather as signifying the absoluteness and essential
self-sufficiency of existence. Accordingly, the use of such terms must be undertaken
with caution and with full awareness of their apophatic meaning.
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