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Abstract

Theology is one of the most important principles and the first principle of religion.
Also, existential knowledge, regardless of religious issues, is also considered the
most important principle of ontology. We have examined this important issue in
Nahjul-Balagha, which includes the sermons of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and
introduces and expresses the attributes of God in the best possible way. Man is
capable of reaching all possible levels of existence and can achieve true knowledge
of God. Since He is the origin of existence and perfections, knowing Him is the most
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valuable type of knowledge. Knowing God also provides a solid foundation for other
knowledge and gives man a correct understanding of existence and the relationships
between the phenomena of the world. The main question of this research is how the
process of knowing God from the perspective of Allama Tabataba'i in the first
sermon of Nahjul-Balagha is analyzed and criticized? This research analyzes and
criticizes Allama's explanation using a descriptive-analytical method and, while
explaining in detail Allama's words, analyzes them from a philosophical and
comparative perspective with other verses and narrations in this field. According to
the authors, Allama, by explaining five steps to knowing God Almighty, has
developed a practical and operational path based on the first sermon of Nahjul-
Balagha. Despite the existence of criticisms in this process, overall this process is
useful and effective in organizing the human journey from the initial and even
polytheistic stages of monotheism to its highest levels. Among the achievements of
this research is that the process of knowing God Almighty from the perspective of
Allama Tabataba'i, relying on the first sermon of Nahjul-Balagha, is a five-stage
process that includes: 1- General knowledge of God Almighty 2- Confirmation 3-
Monotheism 4- Sincerity 5- Negation of attributes According to the authors, man
encompasses all the worlds of existence, and since human souls have the ability to
accept the light of faith and the grace of the Most Gracious, when the soul renounces
attachments, physical and mortal desires, and worldly desires and turns towards the
highest kingdom, it will observe the wonders of the kingdom and divine signs, and
it is in this state that it can rise from the lowest level to the highest horizon, and it is
at this time that it achieves divine proximity and gains a better and deeper
understanding of His existential levels.

Keywords: The process of knowing God, Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him),
Allama Tabataba'i, faith, sincerity, monotheism, negation of attributes.

Statement of the problem

Undoubtedly, knowing God is one of the most complex and controversial issues in
all human religions and schools. In fact, it should be said that knowing God is
knowing the supreme cause of existence and knowing the truth of existence and the
relationships that govern it (Mansoori Nouri, 1402, p. 15, ). In Islamic theology and
philosophy, the issue of knowing God has always been a topic of discussion, and
there are few Islamic scholars who have not commented on it. It can also be said that
the existence and knowledge of God and the truth of existence are among the most
controversial issues in human history. On the other hand, Islam is known as the last
religion and the guardian of monotheism in the last century. It has played a huge role
in knowing God. Therefore, Islam is considered the original monotheistic religion
and the infallible Imams (peace be upon them) are considered the best preachers of
monotheism - who themselves are at its final point and are trying to help others reach
that point. Among them, Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him) has a special
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position to the extent that one of his titles is mentioned as Mawli al-Muhaddihin and
the sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, especially its first sermon, deal with the knowledge
of God from a process perspective. It is noteworthy that Allamah raised this
discussion in the book Ali and Divine Philosophy, which, according to the authors,
conveys Allamah's attention to the harmony of God Almighty and the truth of
existence (Tabatabai, 1412, p. 43). By preserving this process, Allamah Tabatabaei
has tried to explain this sermon and express the stages and show the logical
connection of these stages.

Among Islamic works, many books have dealt with the issue of theology. Despite
the extensive work on this issue, the principle of the existence of stages for the
knowledge of God as the truth of existence and the issues surrounding it still have
some points of ambiguity, which makes research on this issue necessary.
Accordingly, the present study seeks to answer the main question, "How is the
process of knowing God as the truth of existence analyzed and criticized from the
perspective of Allama Tabataba'i in the first sermon of Nahjul-Balagha?" To answer
this main question, it will be necessary to find answers to the following sub-
questions:

First, from the perspective of Allama Tabataba'i, how is the knowledge and
confession of the divinity of the Almighty analyzed and criticized in the process of
knowing God as the truth of existence? Second, how is the affirmation of the
knowledge of God in the process of knowing God as the truth of existence analyzed
and criticized? Third, how is monotheism analyzed and criticized in the process of
knowing God as the truth of existence? Fourth, from the perspective of Allama
Ikhlas, how is monotheism analyzed and criticized in the process of knowing God as
the truth of existence? Fifth, from his perspective, how is the negation of attributes
analyzed and criticized in the process of knowing God as the truth of existence?

Conclusion

The process of knowing God Almighty as the truth of existence from the perspective
of Allamah Tabataba'i, relying on the first sermon of Nahjul-Balagha, is a five-stage
process including:

a) General knowledge of God Almighty: This general knowledge in Tabataba'i's
statement is faced with a literary ambiguity in "al", which of course can be justified
by both the possibility of immersion and covenant.

b) Confirmation: At this stage, confirmation means acting on what is known, and
criticisms such as the lack of distinction between atheist and monotheist and infidel
and polytheist seem to be included in Allamah's explanation, but he seems successful
in expressing the position of this stage.

¢) Monotheism: This stage is the entry into Abrahamic religions and the distinction
between revealed monotheism and other religions.
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