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Abstract

The problem of evil poses a significant challenge for monotheistic religions: If God
possesses infinite knowledge, absolute power, and perfect goodness, why does He
permit evil in creation? Process theologians attempt to resolve this by denying divine
omnipotence, foreknowledge, and complete agency. They argue that while God is
the most powerful being, He is not omnipotent. God's role is limited to providing
possibilities and guiding creatures toward order, harmony, and divine ends.
However, creatures, through their own creativity and free will, choose their paths,
and God cannot compel them toward harmony. If their choices deviate from divine
guidance, natural evils and disorder arise. Thus, God is not responsible for natural

L. Part-time professor, Imam Sadig University, corresponding author
m.agamohamadreza@gmail.com

2, Associate Professor, Kharazmi University rezaeirah@khu.ac.ir

3, Assistant Professor, Kharazmi University souri@khu.ac.ir

Received: 25/03/2025

Reviewed: 08/05/2025

Revised: 04/07/2025

Accepted: 10/07/2025


mailto:m.aqamohamadreza@gmail.com
mailto:souri@khu.ac.ir

ol g sla gty acllad go Y

evils, and their existence does not contradict His goodness. In contrast, Mulla Sadra,
affirming divine foreknowledge and omnipotence, defends God's manifestational
agency (fi‘liyyat bil-tajalll), arguing that natural evils do not conflict with divine
goodness or power. He maintains that existence is the sole object of divine creation,
whereas evils—being privative (‘adami)—are not directly willed by God. Moreover,
he asserts that natural evils are inherent to the material world; their elimination would
either entail a logical contradiction or require the nonexistence of the natural order
itself. Thus, natural evils are necessary concomitants of material existence and do
not undermine God's absolute agency or essential necessity. This paper employs a
critical-analytical method to evaluate process theology’s internal inconsistencies and
contrast them with Sadrian metaphysics, concluding that Sadra’s solution remains
philosophically coherent within his framework.

Keywords: Agency by Manifestation, Natural Evil, Process Theology, Mulla
Sadra, Omnipotence.

Problem tatement

One of the most persistent philosophical challenges in discussions of divine agency
is reconciling God's absolute goodness and omnipotence with the existence of
natural evils. The central question that emerges is: How can God, while possessing
absolute knowledge, power, and benevolence, be considered the agent of evil?

A secondary question follows from this primary inquiry: Does the response offered
by process theologians maintain fundamental and structural coherence when
compared to Mulla Sadra's perspective? Both Sadra and process theologians have
addressed this question, each according to their own philosophical foundations.

Method
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine these competing
theodicies.

Findings and Results

Process theologians, by denying God's creative agency and rejecting divine
foreknowledge and absolute power, have attempted to define other beings as
possessing creativity and free will independent of divine power. Consequently,
beings choose their paths of change and movement according to their own volition,
choice, and creativity, which leads to the emergence of natural evils in the world's
system. Thus, the divine realm remains pure from any attribution of evil, and the
cause of evils lies with other beings. In other words, although God loses His creative
and absolute agency, and His power and will become limited, His essence remains
uncontaminated by evil.

In contrast, Mulla Sadra, through his theory of agency by manifestation (fi'liyyat bil-
tajallf), considers God to possess absolute knowledge, absolute power, and absolute
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perfection. That is, God's essential necessity (wujub dhati) requires that He
necessarily possesses all perfections. He is the true cause and creative agent of all
things, and all matters fall under His absolute power, with every action being
attributed to Him.

In addressing the problem of reconciling divine agency with natural evils, Sadra
divides evils into intrinsic (bil-dhat) and extrinsic (bil-'arad) based on his
philosophical foundations. He states that intrinsic evils belong to the category of
essential non-existence (‘adam dhati) and do not require a creator, since according
to the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujtid), creation pertains to existence. Extrinsic
evils, whose evil aspect stems from the necessary concomitants of quiddities, are
also not objects of divine creation. This is because God creates the simple essence
of things through His simple creative act (ja'l basit), while the necessary
concomitants of things are not objects of divine creation. Thus, divine creation
pertains neither to intrinsic nor extrinsic evils. Furthermore, he considers natural
evils to result from matter (haytla), collisions (tasadum), and change (taghayyur),
which are inherent necessities of material existence, such that eliminating evils from
the natural world would entail an impossibility or a contradiction. Ultimately,
although Sadra considers divine agency to be absolute, the existence of evils does
not harm God's essential necessity and infinite attributes, and His absolute power,
will, and knowledge ultimately lead to the establishment of the most perfect order
(nizam al-ahsan).

The fundamental difference between process thought and Sadra's position regarding
divine agency can be seen in their denial or affirmation of God's essential necessity.
Process theologians, by denying divine foreknowledge and absolute power, have
attempted to solve theological problems such as not attributing evils to God, thereby
denying divine essential necessity. In contrast, Sadra, by affirming God's absolute
perfections and essential necessity, seeks to address theological issues concerning
divine agency, including natural evils, based on his philosophical principles.
Comparing these two responses reveals that the position of process theology, while
departing from established rational and religious principles, suffers from internal
contradictions, whereas Sadra's position is superior in both respects.
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