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Abstract

The idea of motion in the essence of things, which was discussed in pre-Socratic
thought and some mystical works, is considered one of Mulla Sadra Shirazi’s
philosophical innovations. This idea is directly related to the issue of “objective
gradation” and Sadra himself had previously arrived at a unique depiction of
“gradation in the reality of existence” based on the two theories of “primacy of
existence” and “validity of essences”. However, among the critics of Sadra’s
thought, Rajab Ali Tabrizi, by introducing new terminology and advancing the
literature of the Peripatetics, brought forth a Neo-Peripatetic perspective to facilitate
the analysis and evaluation of new philosophical viewpoints. This research,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, undertakes the explanation and
evaluation of Tabrizi’s conceptual and propositional presuppositions in invalidating
the two related ideas of “objective gradation” and “substantial motion”. From the
necessary reflections on the limited works of the Hakim and the transcriptions of his
lessons, particularly the two texts Al-Usul al-Asifeyah and Ta’ligat-e Qavam al-Din
Razi, two types of critique regarding the theory of substantial motion can be inferred:
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First, the refutation of the premises upon which substantial motion is based, the most
important of which are “the substantialization of existence”, “the validity of essence”
and “objective gradation of existence”. Second, Hakim Tabrizi’s independent
arguments for the negation of substantial motion, all of which are based on the well-
known problem of the “disappearance of the mover” and an emphasis on the

persistence of the subject of motion.

Keywords: Objective Gradation; Substantial Motion; Subject of Motion; Mulla
Sadra; Rajab Ali Tabrizi; Qavam al-Din Razi.

Problem Statement

Before Mulla Sadra, Muslim philosophers discussed ‘motion’ at most within four
accidental categories. However, Sadra, by introducing premises such as the
mentalism of Quiddity, the principality of existence, and especially gradation in the
reality of existence, attempted to prove motion within the category of ‘substance’ as
well. This viewpoint was significant in Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system in terms
of presenting theories about the formation of the soul and a specific reading of bodily
resurrection. However, it faced criticism from many of Sadra’s contemporaries and
later thinkers, who, like previous philosophers, critiqued the idea of ‘motion in
substance’ of objects. Among them, the first system-building philosopher who
critically engaged with the idea of ‘substantial motion” with particular sensitivity
was the Neo-Suhrawardian philosopher Rajab Ali Tabrizi. From his statements and
the accounts of his lessons by his students, two types of critique regarding the theory
of substantial motion can be inferred:

» Refutation of the premises upon which substantial motion is conceptualized, the
most important of which is ‘objective gradation’ among objects. This presupposition
itself is based on two issues: ‘the validity of essence’ and ‘the originality of
existence.

 Direct arguments by Hakim Tabrizi for the negation of motion in the substance
of objects.

Method

The present research is conducted by descriptive -analytic method and provides a
comprehensive report on the history of the issue of substantial motion (movement of
essence) and explains Mulla Sadra’s innovation in this matter. It endeavors to
evaluate the criticisms of Rajab Ali Tabrizi and his students, in the format of the two
aforementioned types, using a descriptive-analytical method. Finally, it will arbitrate
between these two viewpoints.

Findings and Results
The existence of a ‘single subject’ is considered a fundamental component of motion
and the most crucial condition for its identity. Great philosophers like Avicenna
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believed that with the transformation of the moving entity’s essence, the problem of
the mover getting lost and the absence of a subject arises for motion. All of Hakim
Tabrizi’s arguments denying substantial motion also revolve around this traditional
point. Essentially, the concerns of critics of substantial motion, insofar as it entails a
change in the essential attributes of the moving entity, are well-considered and
should not be dismissed as superficial or stemming from a misunderstanding of the
assertions made by proponents of this idea. However, Mulla Sadra’s claim, based on
the principle that accidents follow their substance, also appears to be a robust
statement. By accepting motion within a category of accidental qualities, one must
acknowledge the existence of motion within the very substance of things. Amidst
this, a comprehensive idea is needed that accommodates both points, maintaining
belief in the substantial motion of a thing while also preserving its essential
attributes.

Coincidentally, such an idea was later raised in the works of Sheikh Ahsa’i.
According to him, any change in the outward appearance of a thing indicates an
internal transformation. Therefore, motion in some of the thing’s accidents is a sign
of motion in its substance. However, nothing, as a result of substantial motion,
transgresses its essential limit. For instance, the essence of a physical body
continuously evolves within the framework of its corporeality. Similarly, motion
occurs within the essence of plants, animals, and humans, yet none of them depart
from their essential limits.

Conclusion

a. Due to Rajab Ali Tabrizi’s belief in the incidental composition of existence and
essence in beings, it is not expected that he would accept either of the two well-
known forms of “objective gradation”; because one of the premises of the idea of
“gradation in essence” is the tenet of the validity of existence, and one of the
premises of the idea of “gradation in existence” is the tenet of the validity of essence.
Furthermore, Hakim Tabrizi’s rigidity towards essentialism in his statements is a
more serious obstacle to accepting “objective gradation” and gradual transformation
in the essence of things.

b. Among the conditions for the realization of motion, the “stability of the subject of
motion” at the beginning, end, and throughout the path of motion has been accepted
by all Muslim philosophers. Incidentally, Hakim Tabrizi’s seemingly different
reasons for denying substantial motion are also based on the persistence of the
subject of motion in terms of essential attributes; however, Tabrizi’s articulations, as
narrated by his students, are specific to himself.

c. Despite some criticisms regarding certain of Mulla Sadra’s arguments in
proposing the idea of substantial motion, his core idea, which entails the connection
of each thing’s accidents with its essence in terms of transformation and change,
seems significant. Therefore, one should seek a comprehensive view of substantial
motion while preserving the essential attributes of the essence. Coincidentally, this



perspective is observed in the teachings of Sheikh Ahmad al-Ahsa’i, based on the
acceptance of a more limited articulation of objective gradation.
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