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Abstract

Charity (sadaqah), as a virtuous act emphasized in religious texts, produces
ontological effects within the cosmic order, including the aversion of calamities.
From an ontological perspective, this connection is not merely a claim but reflects a
profound system within existence. This study aims to explain this ontological
relationship and demonstrate the necessary link between these two phenomena—
where material giving in the universe leads to the prevention of misfortune. Using
rational-philosophical analysis and library research, this paper explores various
dimensions of the issue, showing how sadagah influences both natural and
supernatural causes within existence, thereby creating the necessary conditions for
warding off calamities. This influence manifests through changes in the material and
spiritual structures of the world.influences like reducing poverty, improving health,
and fostering a more secure society and metaphysical dimensionlike Spiritual
refinement, the formation of inner (batini) realities, and attaining divine pleasure.
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Ultimately, by examining this ontological connection, a deeper understanding of
sadagah’s role in the cosmic order and its function in preventing harm and averting
disasters is achieved. Ontological relationship between sadagah and calamity
aversion, Effects of charity, Averting calamities, Sadaqah, Ontology

Keywords: Ontological Connection between Charity (Sadagah) and Averting
Calamities, the Impact of Charity, Averting Calamities, Charity, Ontology.

Problem Statement

Charity (sadaqah) is among the most commendable acts of worship in divine
religions, particularly Islam, where religious texts have placed significant emphasis
on its importance. Numerous narrations indicate that charity, besides its otherworldly
effects, also produces various worldly consequences for the giver, including the
prevention of different calamities. According to hadiths, charity causes the

prevention and removal of:

Poverty (Kulayni, 1986, vol.4, p.2)

lness (Barqt, 1992, vol.1, p.294)

Bad death (Shaykh Sadiiq, 1985, p.140)

House destruction (Hurr al-*Amili, 1988, vol.9, p.393)

Harm from animals (Shaykh Sadiig, 1985, p.140; Hurr al-‘Amili, 1988, vol.9, p.393)
Harm from evil-doers to property (Shu‘ayri, n.d., p.178; Husayn b. Muhammad Tadf,
1987, vol.12, p.436)

Mental distress and fear (Shaykh Saduq, 1992, vol.2, p.269)

The abundance of authentic narrations indicating the worldly effects of charity in
reliable hadith sources testifies to their sound transmission and authenticity,

providing confidence in the existence of these worldly effects.

However, a fundamental question arises: What is the connection between giving
charity and averting calamities? Does charity truly possess these mentioned effects,
or are the statements in religious texts merely motivational encouragements for
people to give charity without any ontological connection between charity and these
effects? More precisely, how does charity influence these effects, and through what

mechanism are these effects realized in the natural order?

Answering these questions becomes particularly important given the apparent
contradiction between this religious teaching and scientific/rational principles. From
the perspective of natural and empirical sciences, the prevention of calamities,
diseases, and increased lifespan primarily depends on observing health and hygiene
principles, and no causal relationship between charity and longevity can be
scientifically proven. In fact, this hypothesis may contradict existing scientific

findings.
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Given the importance of charity and its effects in religious texts, along with
fundamental questions about how charity exerts influence and its prima facie
contradiction with natural sciences, there is an urgent need to explain the ontological
connection between charity and calamity prevention from rational and philosophical
perspectives using an ontological approach. The objective of this research is to
analyze the ontological connection between charity and calamity prevention, which
is only possible through an ontological approach. Clarifying this connection will
resolve many doubts and questions in this field.

Method

In this theoretical and problem-based research, the data has been collected through
library studies and rational contemplations, and the issue along with its subsidiary
aspects has been examined through rational, textual, and comparative analysis. In
this paper, an attempt has been made to combine the foundations and principles of
the issue from various rational and transmitted sciences and to apply general rules
and principles to the discussed problem, while developing the data from previous
scholars, to address the issue from a new perspective and present new content
regarding the matter.

Findings and Results

Charity is a good deed and has a omtological connection with the warding off of
calamities. This connection can be explained in two ways: natural and supernatural.
On the one hand, charity, by affecting individual and social life, improves the
financial and economic status of others, especially the poor, and consequently
reduces social problems such as theft, wickedness, and contagious diseases. On the
other hand, charity also supernaturally repels disasters from the giver. By paying
charity, the human soul is developed and the ability to possess the material world
increases in him, which makes it possible to repel more disasters. The esoteric form
of charity is also emphasized as the unseen cause of averting disasters. Also, the
worldly reward of charity, in the form of averting disasters and diseases, is granted

by God Almighty to the believing servants.

The result is that the connection between charity and the averting of calamities is a
generative and causal connection. After the payment of charity, the realization of the
averting of calamities is not only illogical and contrary to reason, but it is also
inevitable and necessary. The Ahl al-Bayt (a.s.) have referred to these supernatural
connections in the form of religious texts, citing divine sciences, to guide people.
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