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Abstract

In the teachings of Johannes Scotus Eriugena, the ninth-century Irish theologian and
philosopher, the original nature of man is a soul emanating from divine Intellect that
manifests God's extra-essential theophanies in both intelligible and sensible realms.
Although the soul is an operation of the Logos and, in accordance with Trinitarian
dogma, is one with the divinity of the Word, its external and objective
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"manifestation” constitutes what Eriugena calls paradise - the theophanic world and
human nature that, according to the Torah's text, is an image of divinity (Imago Dei).
By drawing parallels between the hierarchies of being and knowledge, Eriugena
outlines a distinct individuality for the paradisiacal world that, according to the
author's research, has remained unnoticed in Eriugenian scholarship. Eriugena
makes a clear distinction between God's predestined creation, which manifests
according to divine foreknowledge, and His providential creation - the fallen world
resulting from God's foreknowledge of human rebellion. He portrays humanity's
attainment of its paradisiacal destiny as a posteriori process dependent on reason and
faith. Contrary to the prevailing Catholic view, Eriugena does not see fallen man as
exiled from his own nature. Rather, in his belief, man maintains an essential
connection with his nature (or inner mystery), the realization of which becomes
possible through the knowledge of the soul - that is, through the steps of rational
dialectic.

keywords: Paradisus, Human Nature, Materiality, Divinity, Soul.

Problem Statement

Paradise is one of the most primordial myths in the cultural heritage of nations,
representing the original state of existence by depicting the proximity or accessibility
between heaven and earth. The mythic image of the world axis signifies the
connection between earthly and celestial realms, while the separation or
disconnection between them marks the end of the paradisiacal condition. Similar to
these myths, Abrahamic religions also share this longing for paradise (Eliade, 2003,
pp. 58-62). The Garden of Eden, which was translated as "Paradeisos" in the
Septuagint, typically refers to a location equated with earthly paradise - though
Jerome elsewhere translated it as the "pleasure garden” (Agamben, 2021, p.30).
Jewish tradition considered this garden an earthly place, proposing various locations
including southern Mesopotamia near the Persian Gulf, Mount Zaphon in Syria,
Jerusalem, and Armenia (Zevit, 2013, p.111; Duncan, 1972, pp.12-13; Scafi, 2006,
pp.317-322).

For Eriugena, paradise represents the realm where human nature manifests itself,
encompassing everything from the sensible earth to the intelligible heavens, thereby
displaying humanity's comprehensive material/spiritual condition (Eriugena, 1987,
p.481). He maintains that paradise - or authentic human nature - is formulated in
divine knowledge and is entirely intellectual and spiritual (Eriugena, 1987, pp.473,
475, 481), yet this doesn't contradict humanity's connection to sensible reality, as
material nature is considered the final stage in the emanation of divine rational
principles and causes.

Eriugena’'s primary anthropological views appear in Book 1V of Periphyseon through
his interpretive method of analyzing the creation narrative. This article aims to
clarify the nature of paradise and its correspondence with human nature by



analytically examining Eriugena's exegetical teachings on the Hexaemeron and its
commentaries, seeking to illuminate his unique ontology of paradise which he
portrays as the complete sensible world of humanity under the governance of
universal Intellect.

Method

This study employs conceptual analysis to examine Eriugena's exegetical teachings
on the Hexaemeron (Creation narrative), utilizing both the tradition of biblical
hermeneutics and Neoplatonic philosophical frameworks. Furthermore, the article
critically engages with contemporary Eriugena scholarship to elucidate his
distinctive paradisiacal ontology

Findings and Results

The research findings reveal a significant yet often overlooked distinction in
Eriugena’'s thought regarding the dual materiality of paradisal and earthly existence.
Many scholars appear to have missed this crucial differentiation. For instance,
Carabine mistakenly associates fallen humanity's condition with its predetermined
animal nature in divine foreknowledge, stating: "Since Eriugena considers man to be
outside his nature from the very beginning of creation, it becomes clear that his
assertion that God created human nature within the animal genus stems from God's
foreknowledge of man's animalistic life" (Carabine, 2000, p. 80). Similarly, Stock,
in his article "Augustinian Elements in Eriugena's Thought," conflates Eriugena's
concept of paradisal materiality with fallen materiality, erroneously attributing to
Eriugena the Augustinian (and later Thomistic) notion of grace as a supernatural
addition to paradisal nature: "Eriugena views the Garden of Eden or God's garden as
the delight of eternal beatitude which human nature created, and had man not sinned,
the spirit of immortality would have been added to his mortal body" (cf. Stock, 1967,
p. 218).

Most Eriugenian scholars have fallaciously attributed the creation of paradisal man's
animal nature to divine foreknowledge of the Fall. However, Eriugena explicitly
states in Book IV that the essential creation of individual humans was eternally
predetermined in divine knowledge as belonging to the animal genus, and that this
individuality and animality do not contradict humanity's paradisal structure - though
this predestined individuality and corporeality differ fundamentally from what exists
in the fallen world (cf. IV 750 C-751 A; IV 756B). This misinterpretation by
Christian scholars seems to stem from the predominant Latin ontology which lacks
the concept of the intelligible world (paradise).
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