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Abstract

The nature of the Unity (wakdat) of the Necessary Existence (al-wagib al-wugiid)
has not been the subject of much contemplation, agreement, and consistent
argumentation among Muslim philosophers as much as existence and the unity of
the Necessary Existence. Muslim philosophers have enumerated numerous types of
unity, but in the matter of proving the oneness of the Necessary Existence, they have
not left the nature of the unity silent. Sometimes they have specified the nature of
that unity, sometimes they have referred to it, and sometimes they have spoken about
it vaguely and briefly. Nevertheless, through their discussions on negated attributes,
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one can indirectly gain a reassuring awareness of their view on the nature of the unity
of the Necessary Existence. This paper, by logically analyzing the concept of
unconditional unicity (wahkdat etlaghi), and reflecting on some of the statements of
al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, al-Suhrawardi, Sadr al-Muta’allihin, and Allama Tabatabai
regarding the negated attributes of the Necessary Existence, has shown that the
unconditional unicity (wahkdat etlaghi) of the Necessary Existence, although in its
most complete interpretation, is mentioned in the statements of Allama Tabatabai,
but traces of it can be followed in the views of four philosophers regarding negated
attributes. Therefore, they can also be included in the list of those who argue for
unconditional unicity (wahdat etlaghi)- albeit at a lower level - and ultimately prove
that the unity of the Necessary Being in their philosophy does not oppose
monotheism in religious texts.

Keywords: Unconditional Unicity, Numerical Unicity, Negated Attributes,
Monotheism, Allama Tabatabal..

Problem Statement

Despite the abundant religious evidence regarding the nature of the unicity of the
Necessary Existence, in the texts of Islamic philosophy on the issue of monotheism
and the unicity of the Necessary Existence - which is one of the few issues on which
Muslim philosophers agree - the nature of the unity of the Necessary Existence has
been less addressed independently, and the answer to the question is not clear as to
which type of unity the Divine Essence deserves to be attributed? Although for Sadr
al-Muta’allihin and his commentators up to Allamah Tabataba’1, the negation of the
numerical unicity of the Necessary Existence and proving His unconditional unicity
(wahdat etlaghi)- even with minimal interpretations - are considered to be among
the things that are close to obvious, this obviousness emerges from a history full of
ambiguity, silence, and unguestionableness. This research, by presenting a logical
analysis of the concept of unconditional unicity, and proving the spectrum of that
unicity, and then reflecting on the texts of al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, al-Suhrawardi, Sadr
al-Muta’allihin, and finally Allama Tabatabai regarding the negated attributes of the
Necessary Existence, attempts to discover, from their approach to those attributes,
the belief of those Muslim philosophers in certain levels of unconditional unicity,
and ultimately shows that by referring to the Quran and Shiite narrative texts, one
can obtain explicit evidence proving the highest levels of unconditional unicity of
the Necessary Existence. In this research, an attempt has been made to answer the
question of the nature of the unity of the Necessary Being according to the
aforementioned philosophers by logically analyzing the concept of unconditional
unicity based on the negated attributes of the Necessary Existence. Other features of
this study that distinguish it from similar studies are the emphasis on “the spectrum
of unconditional unicity or, more precisely, the hierarchy of interpretations of
unconditional unicity” and “two refutations to those who consider Avicenna to
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believe in the numerical unicity of the Necessary Existence.” After a brief reference
to the views of those five philosophers on unicity and its types, and a logical analysis
of the concept of unconditional unicity, this study deduces the nature of the unicity
of the necessary existence from the negative rulings of the necessary existence in
them, and finally shows that the unconditional unicity of the Necessary Existence,
signs of which can be traced back to al-Farabi and Ibn Sina, is a type of unicity whose
highest limit, which corresponds to the monotheism of the Quran and Shiite narrative
texts, appeared in the theology of Allamah Tabataba’1.

Method

The methodology of this research is analytical and descriptive. Specifically, it
employs Islamic philosophical texts to first describe and then analyze the views of
philosophers.

Findings

The logical analysis of the concept of unconditional unity (wahdat itlaqi)
demonstrates that this unity exists as a spectrum, beginning with the negation of one
limitation from its subject and culminating in the negation of all limitations. The
unconditional unity of the Necessary Being is not merely one interpretation of unity
among others for Him, but rather represents the negation of all predications about
the Divine Essence - including even the negation of negating predications.
According to this logical analysis, any thinker who has negated certain attributes
from God has attained some degree of univocal unity. Similarly, any thinker who
has admitted the impossibility of knowing the Divine Essence and negated all
cognitive and linguistic descriptions regarding the sacred divine realm has reached
the highest degree of univocal unity.

Al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, Suhrawardi, Mulla Sadra Shirazi, and Allamah Tabatabai all
agree on the univocal unity of the Necessary Being. The only differences among
them can be found in how explicitly they stated the implications of univocal unity
and in the degree of univocal unity they themselves attained.

The unconditional unity of the Necessary Being, as frequently mentioned in religious
texts (with their emphasis on negating numerical unity and negating attributes from
the Essence), has also been explicitly affirmed and philosophically demonstrated by
Muslim philosophers from Al-Farabi to Allamah Tabatabai. When what was
established in the logical analysis of univocal unity is combined with these Islamic
texts, it becomes clear that the conclusions of Muslim philosophers not only agree
with the concept of unity itself, but also with the specific nature of the Necessary
Being's unity as understood from religious texts.
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