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Abstract

Allama Tabatabai draws upon verses of the Holy Quran to elaborate on an
ontological duality in the division of realms, termed the duality of khalq (creation)
and amr (command). This article adopts a descriptive-comparative method, referring
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to Allama Tabatabai’s works to explain his perspective on the Quranic duality of the
"creational aspect” (jihah khalgi) and the "command aspect” (jihah amri), while also
examining the ontological dimensions of this Quranic duality in Islamic philosophy
and mysticism. There is a close relationship between the "Quranic duality of the
creational aspect and the command aspect” on one hand and, on the other, the
"mystical duality of the creational aspect and the aspect of truth (jihah haqgi)," as
well as the philosophical principle of "the effect being ‘ayn al-rabt (essentially
dependent) on the cause.” From this perspective, the "command aspect” (haythiyyah
amriyyah) in the Quran—which signifies the referential aspect of beings to God
without considering longitudinal or lateral intermediaries—is equivalent to the
"principle of ‘ayn al-rabt of the effect to the cause” in Islamic philosophy and
corresponds to the "aspect of truth” (jihah haqqi) in Islamic mysticism, i.e., the non-
independent aspect and the divine face (wajh Allah) of the manifestations of the
Divine Essence.Moreover, the "creational aspect” (haythiyyah khalgiyyah) of beings
in the Quran—which refers to each being’s attention to its own existential rank and
the role of longitudinal and lateral intermediaries in its existence—entails its
existential self-discovery, expressed in mystical terminology as the "creational
aspect” (jihah khalgi).

Keywords: The Realm of Creation" (‘Alam al-Khalg), The Realm of Divine
Command" (‘Alam al-Amr), Creational Aspect" (al-Jihat al-Khalgiyyah), Command
Aspect" (al-Jihat al-Amriyyah), Aspect of Truth/Divine Reality" (al-Jihat al-
Haqigiyyah), Allama Tabatabai .

Problem Statement ) S

In verse 54 of Surah Al-Araf ,("><¥1 3 &l 41 ¥i") the term khalq (creation) is
meaningfully contrasted with amr (command). Additionally, several verses—such
as "o 588 (8 AT O & L 31 1130 851 LI (Yasin, 82)—provide significant explanations
regarding the nature of amr, and Quranic exegetes have offered varying analyses of
the meanings of khalg and amr. Among them, Allama Tabatabai, in his commentary
on certain Quranic verses, speaks of a distinct system referred to as "‘alam al-amr"
(the Realm of Command) in contrast to "‘alam al-khalq" (the Realm of Creation).
Employing his Quran-by-Quran exegetical method in Tafsir al-Mizan as well as in
his mystical and philosophical works, he examines the characteristics, beings,
processes, and events that belong to the realities of these two systems (khalq and
amr), seeking to interpret and explain certain ontological propositions within the
framework of these two Quranic terms.

On the other hand, Islamic mysticism (‘irfan) discusses a duality termed "al-jihah al-
khalgiyyah" (the creational aspect) and "al-jihah al-haqiqiyyah" (the aspect of truth),
which bears substantial resemblance to the Quranic duality of "al-jihah al-
khalgiyyah" and "al-jihah al-amriyyah.” Similarly, in Sadrian philosophy (hikmat
muta‘aliyah), there are significant ontological foundations explaining the



relationship between cause and effect (‘illah wa ma‘lil), which closely align with
the Quranic duality of "al-jihah al-khalgiyyah™ and "al-jihah al-amriyyah".
Therefore, this article seeks to clarify the ontological dimensions of the Quranic
duality (“al-jihah al-khalgiyyah" and "al-jihah al-amriyyah™) by first conducting a
detailed examination of this duality in the Quran from Allama Tabatabai’s
perspective, then analyzing the mystical duality (“al-jihah al-khalgiyyah™ and "al-
jihah al-haqiqiyyah") and the philosophical principle of "‘ayn al-rabt" (the effect’s
essential dependence on the cause). Finally, it innovatively explores the possible
similarities and differences between them.

Main Question:

What is the relationship between Allama Tabatabai’s exegetical reading of the
duality of amr (command) and khalqg (creation) and its philosophical and mystical
readings?

Subsidiary Questions:

What is meant by the Quranic duality of "al-jihah al-khalgiyyah" (creational aspect)
and "al-jihah al-amriyyah" (command aspect) from Allama Tabatabai’s perspective?
What is meant by the mystical duality of "al-jihah al-khalgiyyah™ and "al-jihah al-
haqiqiyyah" (aspect of truth)?

What is meant by the ontological principle of "‘ayn al-rabt" (essential dependence)
of beings in Islamic philosophy?

What is the relationship between the Quranic duality (“al-jihah al-khalgiyyah" and
"al-jihah al-amriyyah™), the mystical duality ("al-jihah al-khalgiyyah" and "al-jihah
al-haqiqiyyah"), and the philosophical principle of "‘ayn al-rabt" (the effect’s
dependence on the cause)?

Method

The present study is a fundamental research project based on a comparative and
problem-oriented methodology. This library research employs three methods for
data collection: written documents, computer systems, and academic software.

Findings and Results

1 -According to Allama Tabatabai’s perspective, the "command aspect" (al-jihah al-
amriyyah) in the Quran refers to a dimension of beings in which there is no
intermediary between the divine will (iradah) and the intended object—meaning the
thing is directly attributed to God without any mediation. In contrast, the "creational
aspect” (al-jihah al-khalgiyyah) pertains to a dimension where longitudinal and
lateral intermediaries play a role in the existence of a particular being.

2 - In Islamic mysticism (‘irfan), the non-independent and divine-facing (wajh Allah)
manifestations of the Divine Essence are termed the "aspect of truth” (al-jihah al-
haqiqiyyah), while in philosophy, this is referred to as the "effect’s essential
dependence (‘ayn al-rabt) on the cause.” Conversely, the "creational aspect” (al-jihah
al-khalgiyyah) in Islamic mysticism denotes manifestations of the Divine Essence
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that, by attaining a kind of "existential self-discovery” (khud-yabi wujadi), also
attribute their existence to themselves.

3 -The examination of the ontological dimensions of the Quranic duality of amr
(command) and khalq (creation) in Islamic mysticism and Sadrian philosophy
(hikmat muta‘aliyah) leads to the overarching conclusion that, despite some
terminological and superficial differences, there is a profound ontological harmony
between them. This allows for a coherent and non-contradictory explanation of the
Quranic duality of amr and khalg based on Sadrian principles and the mystical
duality of the "aspect of truth™ and the "creational aspect".

4 -The "command aspect” (al-haythiyyah al-amriyyah) in the Quran—i.e., the
attribution of beings to God without considering intermediaries—is equivalent to the
"aspect of truth" (al-jihah al-haqiqiyyah) in Islamic mysticism, which signifies the
non-independent and divine-facing nature of God’s manifestations. It also
corresponds to the "effect’s essential dependence (‘ayn al-rabt) on the cause™ in
Sadrian philosophy.

5 -Conversely, the Quranic "creational aspect” (al-jihah al-khalgiyyah)—which
refers to a being’s attention to its own existential rank and the role of longitudinal
and lateral intermediaries in its existence—is addressed in Islamic mysticism as
follows: beings in the creational realms possess a kind of "existential self-discovery,"
perceiving their own existence as distinct, with specific boundaries and
determinations, which is termed the "creational aspect."
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